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The Hon Michelle Rowland, MP
Attorney-General

3-5 National Circuit BARTON, ACT 2600
Michelle.Rowland.MP@aph.gov.au

cc: Natasha Molt, Natasha.Molt@ag.gov.au

June 15th, 2026
Dear Attorney General,
Re: Support for the Children’s Online Privacy Code

We write to you to thank you and your Government for your commitment to a Children’s Online
Privacy Code (‘Code’) and to express our support for the Code.

The Code represents a real opportunity to introduce a child rights focus into the Australian
Privacy Framework. As you are aware, until now, children’s data has not been afforded any
additional protections, and the Code represents a real opportunity to build better protections
for children in the online world. We welcome the Code as a concrete step towards improving
the online world for children and young people.

It is also popular among the public. The public has always supported improved privacy for
children online. For example, the OAIC’s 2026 Australian Community Attitudes to Privacy
Survey found that 96% of adults consider online tracking, profiling and targeted advertising to
children unfair and unreasonable — a practice the Code aims to prohibit." The 2023 survey
found that 79% of Australian parents said protecting their child's personal information is a
major concern.” The Code itself, and the provisions within it, enjoy broad public support.

Polling conducted this month, June 2026, by YouGov shows that 85% of the public support a
Children’s Online Privacy Code, and that there is broad support for the measures within the
Code. We have attached a summary of this to this letter.

"https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/research-and-training-resources/research/australian-community-attitudes-to-privacy-sur
vey

*https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/research-and-training-re and its provisions
enjoysources/research/australian-community-attitudes-to-privacy-deeplysurvey/australian-community-attitudes-to-privacy-survey-
2023 and that there is broad support for the Code's measures



Further, the passage of a Code has been a longstanding campaign objective across many
children's and digital rights organisations, and there is strong support for the Code across civil
society.

The draft exposure of the Code is now closed for consultation, and we are aware that it may
have elicited unusual responses. Digital regulation is a ‘hot-button topic’, and the Code has not
escaped this challenge. This does not necessarily reflect broader perspectives around the
Code.

We look forward to working with you as the Code is brought into force. Please feel free to
contact us should you have any questions or queries, or if we can be of any assistance.

Kind Regards,

Chanel Contos
Teach Us Consent, chanel@teachusconsent.com

Sarah Davies
Alannah and Madeline Foundation, sarah.davies@amf.org.au

Rys Farthing
Reset.Tech Australia, rys@reset.tech

Brayden Howie
ChildFund Australia, ztaylor@childfund.org.au

James McDougall
Australian Child Rights Taskforce, james@policyconsultants.com.au

Lizzie O’Shea,
Digital Rights Watch, lizzie@digitalrightswatch.org.au



Public support for the Children’s Online Privacy Code

YouGov poll, June 2026, sample of 1,530 Australian adults.
1. There is br rt for the Children’

“The Government is introducing a regulatory Code designed to improve children's privacy and
data protection online. In principle, to what degree do you support or oppose this change?”
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%

Figure 1: 85% of the public support the Code, either strongly or somewhat. n=1,530

Support extends across both genders and all age groups

Column % Total Male Female 18-34 35-49  50-64 65+
Support the Code

(Strongly + Somewhat) 85 84 86 83 83 88 86
Oppose the Code

(Strongly + Somewhat) 6 8 4 7 8 4 5
Don't know 9 8 10 10 10 8 9
Columnn 1530 775 750 353 305 432 440

Figure 2: Support for the Code is relatively universal between genders and ages



5. There is broad for 1 ithin the Children’s God

“The proposed regulatory Code includes a range of proposals. Please select those that you
would support”

Prohibiting digital services from using children's data to serve
them personalised advertising and direct marketing

Requiring digital services to outline their privacy policies in
clear language for children

Allowing children to request that digital services delete Eheir
ata

Requiring digital services to only use children's data in ways
that are in children's best interests and do not harm children

Allowing children to request to see the data that digital
services hold about them

Requiring digital services to obtain consent from children
before processing their data

None of the above

Don't know
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Figure 3: Support for the measures in the Code is broad, with 71% supporting a prohibition on
“targeted advertising” and 62% supporting accessible terms and conditions, for example
n= 1530



